Surgical approaches to malignant tumors of the nasal septum.
Malignant tumors of the nasal septum are rare, probably not more than 300 having been reported. Most of these tumors are epidermoid carcinomas; the second most common histologic type is melanoma. Unless diagnosed and treated early, these tumors are lethal. We report five cases, four carcinomas and one melanoma. We recommend a combined approach with early, wide surgical excision and postoperative irradiation therapy. Surgical considerations must include functional and cosmetic restoration as well as adequate excision of the tumor. Prosthetic appliances can be quite helpful in patients with large resections.